Recruitment of small synergistic movement makes a good pianist.
Time-varying synergies from kinematic data can be used to discern fundamental patterns of movement. We show through simultaneous extraction of synergies from both novice and experienced pianists that movement common to both groups can be identified. The extracted synergies successfully allow for the majority of the variability of the data to be accounted for by a limited number of components. Furthermore, classification of the weightings representing the recruitment of each of the synergies accurately distinguishes between the piano playing of the two groups of subjects. However, the major differences between the two groups lie not in the synergies representing the majority of the variance of the data but in the recruitment of smaller synergies.